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M A R V I N  Z E L E N

Professor Marvin Zelen began his career in statistics in the 1950’s. Over the course of his long career, he
advanced the field of statistical science and practiced its applications in biomedical science.  Most notably, 

his research had significant impact in areas of experimental designs, randomization methods, designs of cancer
clinical trials and early detection of cancer. A leading innovator in his field, Marvin was known for pioneering 

the statistical methods and study designs used in clinical cancer trials today. 



He helped create what is now the Department of Data Science at Dana-Farber in the 1970s, and was its Chair 
for many years. Additionally, he taught statistical science at the Harvard School of Public Health, chairing the

Department of Biostatistics from 1981-1990.  In 2012, he was awarded the Karl E. Peace Award for “Outstanding
Statistical Contributions for the Betterment of Society.” He authored over 200 scientific publications. He was a
visionary leader and inspiring colleague. In 1975, Marvin founded the Frontier Science and Technology Research
Foundation, and in 2000 he and his wife Thelma Zelen made a gift to Dana-Farber Cancer Institute to establish
the Zelen Endowed Lectureship Fund, which supports an annual endowed lecture in statistical science. In 2015,

Thelma Zelen made another substantial gift to support the present symposium, and the lecture was renamed
the DFCI-FSTRF Marvin Zelen Memorial Symposium. Thelma has been a dedicated and active supporter of 

Dana-Farber’s mission for more  than 30 years.  



In addition to the Symposium, Thelma has been a loyal contributor to the Institute’s annual giving program 
and longtime member of the Friends of Dana-Farber Cancer Institute. We remain grateful for all the 

Zelen family has done for Dana-Farber over the years, and we are honored to hold this annual symposium, 
which bears Marvin’s name.      
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